
NTWC Conference Call Minutes 
Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:00 - 1:00 pm CDT 

 

On Call:  Dave Fuller, Ken Norton, Shaun Livermore, Kathy Boresmer, Alex Cabillo, Nancy Johns, Steve 

Terry, Jerry Pardilla 

 

Dave Fuller gave report on Science Monitoring.  Will set up links with USET.  Newsletter on line. 

 

Ken - Climate Change initiatives - Documents out for review. 

 

Alex & Ken -Notice of Intent on Stormwater runoff of Logging Roads to be included as part of the National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting.  This may be included in definition of NPDES 

permits.  Final decision to be determined in September.  If this is included, could be part of the Nation Wide 

NPDES Permit Process.  Tribes need to send to EPA during comment period their Best Management Practices 

(BMP), Mitigation measures, etc.  Tribes can use sovereignty to implement BMPs.  There is strong opposition 

from Tribes.  EPA probably will not implement this. 

 

Ken - Hydro-fracking webinar.  EPA is in the process of including fracking w/diesel fuel as part of the 

Underground Injection Control (UIC) well process.  The regulatory framework is for Class II wells.  This will 

include Tribes w/primacy (Navajo & Ft. Peck) and states.  There is a potential to impact Tribes groundwater 

resources as there is a proven impact within ¼ mile of this type of fracking.  BLM is proposing a 15 - 30 day 

comment period for the permitting process. Normally for permit such as these, the General Public has a 30 day 

comment period while Tribes have a 60 day comment period. The draft guidance is industry oriented.  Tribal 

Consultation initiated by BLM.  This appears to be a piece meal approach as it does not address the slurry 

impacts to surface water.  Comments are due by September 10, 2012. 

 

Action Items - 

1. USET will post on SharePoint links to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Tribal Consultation 

Policy, BLM Tribal Liaisons, and a regional map of hydro-fracking (Steve Manydeeds has the map). 

2. NTWC - Develop comments on the proposed UIC Fracking regulations.  September 10, 2012 

deadline. 

 

Items for EPA Call 

 

Discuss CWA Section 106 Tribal Allocations which decreased from 15.49% in 1998 to 12% in 201o while the 

number of Tribes eligible for these funds increased.  NTWC strategy is to capitalize on the 5% increase from 

last year to aim for a 20% Tribal Allocation.  There is no statutory limitation. 

Update from OECA on Bio-solids issue. 

 

Discuss the National Tribal Caucus upcoming conference call with addendum update to be supplied by 

NTWC. 

 

Region 10 NPDES permits concerning Bristol Bay, 

 

 


