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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

January 13, 2016 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:06 p.m. EST 

Michael Bolt facilitated roll call. 
 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Alvin Kurts Hualapai Tribe 
Rene Rickard Tuscarora Nation/Haudenosaunee 

Environmental Task Force 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Kathleen Brosemer Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribe 
Dan Kusinerz Penobscot Indian Nation 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Marta Reczko United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Nancy Schuldt Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa 
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Pamela Blasdell ATTAIN, LLC 

 

Eric Morrison, Phillip Cernera were not present. 

Ken kicked off today’s discussions by noting how inspired he was by the State of the Union 
address and the President’s support on environmental issues.  Ken thinks this sets a clear 
message and is encouraged the NTWC can work with the agency on their initiatives. 

Discussion Topics 
1) Baseline WQS Initiative 
2) NTC FY17 Budget 
3) Spring Meeting with EPA 
4) Council Administrative Changes 
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1) Baseline WQS Initiative 
Ken noted the baseline WQS initiative is getting a lot of engagement with federal and tribal 
partners.  The NTWC is looked upon from the tribes for guidance. Ken discussed the council’s 
efforts to support initiative and the next steps. 

a) NTWC Baseline WQS Concept Paper 
Ken thanked the council for their work on creating this paper and called for a consensus 
on making it available for public consumption. 
 
MOTION: 

Dave Fuller put forth a motion to accept the draft white paper on tribal baseline 
WQS and make it available for public consumption. 

  Kathy Brosemer seconded the motion 

No one opposed. 

Nancy set out a marked up version of the framework.  She expanded the antidegradation 
section and asked the council to review it for consideration. 

There is a meeting next week for the baseline standards task force.  Ken will send out the 
call in logistics to the NTWC to participate in on the 19th call.   She expanded the 
antidgradation.   

Nancy noted that she looked at the Federal Register notice from the 2002 effort. She 
thought EPA was on the right track and got derailed on the way they sold it.  Ken thinks 
it was how they tried to apply the standards to allotments that were not contiguous in 
Oklahoma. Tribal understanding of the CWA was in it’s infancy.  Nancy thought there 
were good suggestions for implementing the tier 2 antidegration provisions. 

 

b) Outreach efforts 
Nancy suggested creating a FAQ page with responses from Denise’s letter she shared from 
tribal questions/concerns in Region 7.  The council could track specific questions as they 
arise from RTOC meetings and incorporate those into the FAQ page.  The FAQ page will be 
posted on the NTWC website. 

 Steve plans to present the baseline WQS at the Region 4 RTOC meeting next week.   
 

 Dave presented to the Northwest Indian Fishery Commission coordinated water 
quality tribal program on December 17, 2015.  He emphasized the points that are in 
the NTWC paper. The biggest question was how and when will the permits be 
enforced. They do not believe the permits will be enforced. 
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Ken explained it will be enforced in the CWA permit.  EPA is the lead agency 
consulting with tribes and adjacent land owners (states) and will develop the permit 
action and restriction.  The discharges coming on to reservations.  It will give tribes 
will now have the mechanism to enforce the influx of this coming on to the tribes.  
Regional administration will have the discretionary authority to look at different 
thermal regimes and things that will protect the beneficial uses.   

 Ken will be attending the Region 9 RTOC meeting in San Francisco on February 26th.  
He will present how the framework will be presented. The caucus will engage the 
tribal and EPA representatives in a breakout session. There are many questions posed 
under the baseline initiative such as tribal sovereignty and why is this being posed 
from a top down approach.  The NTWC needs to provide a clear understanding.   

Ken suggested the NTWC be consistent with the message.  The core WQS will open the 
door for tribes to act on a process.  For the first time tribes without WQS will have the 
ability to be part of the decision process to protect their water.  The regulatory basis and 
how the tribe wants to respond is up to the tribe. 

The framework utilizes the 402 process for fishable swimmable, preemptive assumption. 
These are protective of cultural uses because they protect narrative criteria. 

It applies to discharges that come on to reservations.  Pollutants that come on to 
reservations are the ones the usually pose a threat.  The regulatory framework will help 
protect the reservations. Without the framework there is no mechanism, no way the tribe 
can hold the trustee, the federal government to standard of protection.  The baseline WQS 
is a framework to help regulate.   

Next Steps: 
The council will participate on the January 19th baseline standards committee call with 
EPA.  Ken will discuss with Mary Lu and Felicia logistics for the call on the 19th. It is 
scheduled for 10 am PST 

Ken urged the council to read the documents and become informed before the 19th call. 
Any questions should be directed to Ken. 

Action: Create a Baseline WQS FAQ sheet covering questions asked at outreach 
meetings. 

 

2) NTC FY17 Budget 
Ken recommended discussing this on the February call and come up with council 
recommendations of priorities and funding levels for drinking and safe water.  Alvin Kurts noted 
that Alex Cabillo requested for input from the NTWC on the budget. 
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3) Spring Meeting with EPA –  
A block of rooms is set at the Gateway Marriot.  It’s close to Reagan National Airport. 
There is shuttle service between hotel and the hotel.  
Steve noted there are two Marriott’s in Crystal City. This is where USET holds its impact 
meetings 
 
Council members who need an advance must notify Jennifer prior to March 1st. 
 

The council needs to develop a meeting structure and identify priority issues and engagement 
with EPA headquarters staff. 

Action: Steve will follow-up with Felicia on whether the council can meet with Nancy Schuldt’s 
former tribal leader who is now an adviser to President Obama on Native American affairs.  

 

4) Council Administrative Changes 
Dave Fuller announced he is retiring March 1st.  Dave suggested James Holt to replace him as he 
has applied before.  At the time James was not an exact fit because the council was looking for 
someone with a technical background at the time.  Dave offered to provide technical support to 
the council as either an Emeritus or a technical point of contact. 

Action: Steve will forward a nomination form to send to James. 

 
Other items discussed: 

 Water Quantity vs Quality (how these are interconnected and how regulate these under 
the CWA) 

 Ann Marie Chischilly has been appointed to a new advisory committee on drinking water 
WQ advisory council. Wants to work with the NTWC on coordinating on water quality 
issues and form a common voice.  

 Targeted funding for tribes. 

 
Topics for next call: 

 Rulemaking language for 303d and how it looks and how our comments were 
incorporated 

 Spring meeting topics 
 


