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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

February 18, 2015 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Discussion Topics: 
1) Overview of discussion topics 
2) NTC Budget Requests 
3) NTWC Interaction with NTC 
4) GAP Guidance  
5) Direct Funding under the 106 Program 
6) Training and Technical Assistance and Certification 
7) Spring Meeting, Washington, DC 
8) Actions and follow-up items from today’s call  

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:04 p.m. EST 

 

Roll Call: 
 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Alex Cabillo Hualapai Tribe 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Jim Grider Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Eric Morrison Douglas Indian Association 
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Nancy Schuldt Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Pamela Blasdell INDUS Corporation 
Sheena Kennedy Association of Boards Certification 
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1) Overview of discussion topics 
Ken provided the group with an overview of the topics to cover on the call.   

 National Tribal Caucus (NTC) Budget Requests 

 NWTC Interaction with the NTC 

 Spring Meeting topics in Washington DC 
 
 
2) NTC Budget Requests 
Chairman Manes has reached out to the tribal organizations and the regions through the Regional 
Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) asking for input on tribal priorities for the associated 
budget.  The NTC is initiating their budget priorities to the addendum FY 2016 to 2018 funding 
document. 

Alex Cabillo is the vice-chair of the NTC and he will help guide the NTWC through the effort 
and noted the NTC should be able to go forward with the addendum process with a 5% increase 
to continue on with the work tribes have been doing. 

Ken participated on January 14, 2015 NTC conference call to present the NTWC priorities and 
recommendations for the FY16 Budget.  He presented three main topics and expanded on the 
details. 

Ken focused on Drinking Water and Clean Water Act Tribal Set Asides and importance moving 
forward with those initiatives.  In 2008 through 2011 there were increases to the set asides.  Last 
year we asked Office of Water (OW) to hold tribes harmless from the percentage cuts and  
maintain funds at the 2010 funding levels.  The council was successful but set asides still remain 
flat lined.   A lack of funding increases is counterintuitive to EPA’s Johannesburg commitment 
to reduce in half the number of tribes and Alaska Native Villages (ANVs) not having access to 
safe drinking water and basic sanitation needs.  That goal has not been achieved. The council 
should make it a priority to put the pressure on the agency to get this funded up to the $50 
million range. 

 A budget meeting is scheduled for March 4 – 5 from 12 – 5 p.m. EST.  Everyone is 
invited to attend.  Alex will send out the meeting information to the council. 

 
 
3) NTWC Interaction with NTC 
Ken explained the NTC is in a developmental phase.  There have been veterans that have 
engaged with headquarters staff that have moved on.  Now it’s at a point where they have to pick 
up the torch and carry on. Ken emphasized the important role the NTWC has in helping the NTC 
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understand issues such as General Assistance Program (GAP) Guidance and targeted funding.  
Ken asked Alex how the NTWC can assist him, with understanding issues.  

Alex explained he has been the go-to lead covering network exchange, climate change, drinking 
water component and areas of the budget.  He noted that all the different media groups that 
provided assistance to the GAP language were helpful and is looking forward to the NTWC 
providing assistance to the language.  

 

4) GAP Guidance  
Funding constraints have been further increased by interpretation of the GAP Guidance.  The 
NTC and Regions 9 and 10 are not satisfied with response from the administrator stating GAP 
Guidance will not be changed until 2018. The agency is unwilling to consider any amendments 
that give flexibility for implementation activities.   

The Region 9 policy advisor is going to craft a letter based on the law that will be sent to the 
President.  Regions 5 and 10 have plans to address the letter from the administrator as well.  

The NTWC strategized how to address this at the spring meeting: 

 Ask for JoAnn Chase and Luke Jones to attend the meeting. 

 Ask JoAnn to review and show where in the GAP statute and law the justification for 
eliminating solid waste programs in ANVs is. 

 Demonstrate the guidance does not allow fair treatment across the board for all tribes 
(water and air, and solid waste component) language that looks at implementation.   
Equitable fair treatment to all tribes across the board. 

 Ask EPA to clarify their matrices under the water component as to what is allowed under 
the baseline component. 

 
 
5) Direct Funding under the 106 Program 
This effort has hit a stone wall.  Last fall Felicia Wright reiterated what Robyn Delehanty said: it 
is not fair to other tribes and it would siphon off money from existing allocation. 

This is a fallacy.  The pilot project proposed by the NTC is a separate pot of money. The OW 
Administrator can set aside for special projects and has previously set aside for state initiatives. 

Ken discussed a second parallel pathway.  He suggested the NTWC write a clear white paper 
stating the council’s position and provide it to tribes that interact with congressional 
subcommittees on Capitol Hill.   He stressed the pilot as an important step in pushing down the 
barrier for tribes to be treated equally with states that do not have to compete for funding and get 
direct allocations for maturity of their environmental programs.   Tribes compete amongst 
themselves for a pot of money that doesn’t grow.   
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6) Training and Technical Assistance and Certification 
Steve discussed this initiative with EPA at the December meeting in DC.  He explained EPA 
seems to understand what USET proposed and acknowledged they did it the first time and don’t 
understand why it wasn’t done again.   

Alex noted he brought this issue forward at the regional level and will bring it up the next NTC 
meeting.  He remarked that most of the tribes in his region are certified through USET and 
ITCA.  
 
 
7) Spring Meeting, Washington, DC 
April 20-24, 2015 
Ken reviewed topics he would like the NTWC to cover at the spring meeting.  He suggested 
taking a look at our past priorities and identify what we want to discuss on the first day, 
particularly with EPA management.  The following items were discussed: 

 GAP Guidance 

 Nutrient strategy 

 NTWC Initiatives 
o Direct allocation to the 106 programs 
o Mining Loopholes 
o Safe Drinking and Clean Water set asides 
o Reinterpretation of TAS 
o Hydrofracturing 
o Training and technical assistance certification 

 

8) Actions and follow-up items from today’s call:  
 Steve Terry will request to meet with JoAnn Chase the first day of the spring meeting. 
 Nancy Schuldt will provide the NTWC with language the Region 5 RTOCs are preparing 

in response to the administrators letter on GAP Guidance. 
 Write a white paper supporting targeted funding.  


