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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

March 9, 2016 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:08 p.m. EST and facilitated roll call. 

 
Name Tribe/Organization 

Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Alex Cabillo Hualapai Tribe 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Kathleen Brosemer Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribe 
Eric Morrison Douglas Indian Association 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Marta Reczko United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Phillip Cernera Coeur D’Alene Tribe 
Daniel Kusnierz Penobscot Indian Nation 
Nancy Schuldt Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa 
Paul Bishop Association of Boards Certification 
Pamela Blasdell ATTAIN, LLC 

 
 
 
Discussion Topics 

1) Opening Remarks for Day 2 of NTWC Spring Meeting with EPA 
2) Meeting with Karen Diver 
3) FACA Document 
4) Review of the Agenda with EPA 
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1) Opening Remarks for Day 2 of NTWC Spring Meeting with EPA 
Ken kicked off the discussion by reviewing his opening remarks for day two of the spring 
meeting.  He sent members a revised agenda and asked them to review the content. 

He will send members a draft of his opening remarks by Friday, March 11, 2016 to review and 
provide input. 

The opening remarks have been crafted to set the tone for the NTWC’s privilege of working with 
EPA and the accomplishments of Dave Fuller who has recently retired.  

Based off of last year’s meeting Paul Bishop suggested the NTWC have one item for EPA to act 
on.  Ken agreed and noted that the first of the three main topics, he plans to push EPA to sign the 
proposed rule makings. 

Ken plans to cover the following main topics: 
 Interaction with EPA on the three proposed rulemakings and pushing EPA to get these 

signed by the Agency Administrator, Gina McCarthy. 
 Recap of the stagnant budget horizon  
 2017 Omnibus bill for $21M earmarked for clean power planning purposes.  

Other topics Ken will mention: 
 Water quantity vs quality 
 401 Certification process.  Will ask EPA to develop a guidance structure that identifies 

exercises under a delegated authority for where the discharge originates  
o within the reservation 
o flows onto the reservation  

Ken asked Nancy Schuldt to provide input for the 401 Certification process and Kathleen 
Brosemer to provide content for the response to the lead crisis in Flint, Michigan. 

 

2) Meeting with Karen Diver 
Karen Diver former chairwoman from Nancy Schuldt’s tribe will meet with the NTWC to 
discuss collaboration efforts.  Nancy explained that Karen is very pragmatic and will want to 
know the council’s goals and if there is any way she can help reach the right people at EPA to 
ensure the council gets full attention.  Karen left her leadership position with the Fond du Lac 
Band to advise the Obama Administration on Native American issues. 

Ken outlined what he thought the council should share with Karen. 
 NTWC current initiatives with OW and why it’s important to reshape the regulatory 

landscape in Indian Country and the benefits. 
 Emphasize Indian Country’s need for safe water drinking water for reservations from and 

state/private municipalities that serve tribal communities, i.e., Flint, Michigan. 
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 Emphasize budget horizon. How tribes fight for every dollar and how increased tribal 
participation stretches funding. That is why we want the $21M to go back to tribes. 

 The issues in Alaska.  How funding is funneled through the state. It is not working for 
tribes that desperately need the resources.  Villages are looking down a repatriation of 
trust land within the Alaska villages.  

Alex noted the council should also explain that if tribes are going to be treated like a state, 
tribes need to be funded like a state.  

 

3) Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) - 
Ken would like clarity and understanding on this document. NTWC understands FACA’s 
relevance to enacting regulations that have national implications. Unfortunately, the document 
was presented at a time where the NTWC opinion has been censored.  Ken explained that the 
council is at the point in the road where they are limited in ways they can enact.   

Kathie explained that she does not want her comments with NTWC to be representative of her 
tribe.  The council has to have voice apart from their individual tribe.  

Nancy explained that where the baseline water quality standards are concerned FACA came up 
because the NTWC pushed to be involved and make sure EPA is successful.  The council pushed 
for a slightly different role this time.  Felicia was trying to make sure that outside perceptions of 
the council’s input doesn’t jeopardize the effort.   

Paul Bishop suggested the NTWC should base their opinion on sound review rather than a 
lobbying technique.  If it the opinion is used as a method to educate EPA, and not to make a 
decision, there will not be a problem.  

 

4) Review of the Agenda with EPA 
 Discussion on options for offering virtual hearings. Process of public notification can be 

very time consuming and costly.   Downside is review of states and the input from the 
public could be minimized.   

 Elimination the Drinking Water Initiative of Native American Indian homes provided 
access to SDW in coordination with other agencies.  Alex’s is working on comments for 
that.   

 Development of a new enforcement tool.  Overall review that seems to be a good time to 
protect Indian Country.  

 


