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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

April 8, 2015 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:07 p.m. EST and called roll call in Michael Bolt’s 
absence. 

Roll Call: 
 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Michael Bolt, Vice-chair Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Alex Cabillo Hualapai Tribe 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Tribe 
Pamela Blasdell INDUS Corporation 
Sheena Kennedy Association of Boards Certification 

 
Topics Discussed: 

1) Possible Meeting with Jodi Gillet and discussion with Felicia Wright 
2) Changes to the Spring Meeting agenda 

 
1) Possible Meeting with Jodi Gillet and discussion with Felicia Wright 
Ken asked Steve to provide an overview of Steve’s conversation with Felicia regarding a 
potential meeting with Jodi Gillet, Indian Affairs representative from White House.  Felicia 
reminded Steve and Ken the NTWC mandate in the agreement with EPA is to not to enter 
into political or lobbying with the White House.   

A few council members asked for clarification on wording in the mandate.  Steve explained 
that working with officials from federal agencies is not an issue; however, elected officials 
are different and it is considered political. Steve further explained that the NTWC cannot 
directly ask Ms. Gillet to use her influence do anything and can only explain the issue and the 
ramifications in Indian Country.  He made it clear the NTWC cannot discuss the solid waste 
issues of in hauling.  He suggested this is an issue the NTC pursue.   
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Ken explained he wants to keep a discussion with Ms. Gillet within the framework of his 
opening remarks to EPA on day two of the spring meeting.  The environmental presence is 
diminishing in Indian Country and Alaska Native Villages.  Dwindling pots of money and 
loss of flexibility in GAP that was utilized as recent as one year to three years ago to 
supplement tribal priorities is no longer an option.   

Ken plans to identify and explain case studies of where the GAP Guidance has impacted 
tribes. There are emerging environmental conditions such as cyanobacteria becoming more 
prevalent in effecting drinking water in the Pacific Northwest.  The guidance has forced 
tribes to make decision to address one condition over another.   

Ken plans to explain the NTWC is working with OW for flexibilities and to ask EPA for a 
clarification of the GAP matrices and a portion of the funds to be used in emergencies where 
the 106 funds can’t be used. 

If the NTWC decides to move forward with meeting with Ms. Gillet, Steve will coordinate 
her presence with Ms. Gillet’s assistance at the GAP Guidance discussion.   

 

2) Changes to the Spring Meeting agenda 

 Drinking Water and CW Funding – Access to the DW and CW Obligated State 
Funding 

 Ken will send the changes for Steve.  

 Day 2 Breakout session from 3:15 to 4:00 pm  
  CWA Section 106 Targeted Funding  

The group discussed a strategy for this session and decided on: 
o Ask for the pilot 
o Get it into the strategic plan 

Ask EPA what is the barrier?  Three years Mike Shapiro discussed putting 
targeted funding into the strategic plan. 

 

Action: Steve will have Felicia send a list of who is going to be at the meeting and will send to 
the NTWC.   


