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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

May 11, 2016 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:06 p.m. EST. 

Michael Bolt facilitated roll call. 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Michael Bolt, Vice Chair Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Phillip Cernera Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Kathleen Brosemer Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribe 
Micco Emarthla Seneca-Cayuga Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Alex Cabillo Hualapai Tribe 
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Indian Nation 
Pamela Blasdell ATTAIN, LLC 

 

Topics Discussed: 
1) September Meeting at Couer d’Alene Tribe Update 
2) Tribal Baseline Water Quality Standard Initiative 
3) Updates on the Infrastructure Task Force 
4) Operations and Maintenance Funding 
5) June NTC Meeting 
6) Alaska Sovereignty Issues 
7) Announcements 

 

1) September Meeting at Couer d’Alene Tribe Update – 
The meeting is scheduled the week of September 26 – 30, 2016.  Phillip Cernera is working on 
securing the meeting location.  
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2) Tribal Baseline Water Quality Standard (BWQS) Initiative – 
Late April the National Proposed Rulemaking (NPR) Workgroup announced Administrator 
McCarthy’s decision to take a cautionary approach for the proposed BWQS and go with an 
advanced notice proposed rulemaking.  Under this process, more information is gathered, and 
thus is a consultation and outreach initiative. EPA is saying they are not ready yet, due to the 
aggressive timeline. 

The NTWC met on May 3, 2016 and crafted a proper response prior to the BWQS workgroup 
meeting and provided a statement which recommended holding the course that was outlined by 
the former Office of Water (OW) Deputy Assistant Administrator, Ken Kopocis. 

This change in course deviates from President Obama’s aggressive approach to make significant 
strides in Indian Country (IC) before the end of his administration.   

Ken reminded the group that the BWQS initiative is not the same menu approach as the Core 
WQS and noted that it must be kept simple and concise. The real intent of the BWQS was to fill 
the gap and protect waters for tribes that don’t have standards. 

 
Next Steps: 
A letter will go out in June for the advanced notice process.  It will solicit comments on the 
BWQS.  Ken noted that the consultation process will be different from region-to-region. It means 
it is a direct government-to-government consultation.   

Ken thinks the letter the NTWC sent EPA supporting and outlining a framework for BWQS 
made a positive impact on OW.  Steve Terry agreed and suggested holding EPA’s feet to the fire 
on this effort. 

Follow-up items: 
 Make sure the NTWC letter regarding the change in direction to an advance notice is sent 

to and read by Administrator McCarthy. 
 The National Tribal Caucus (NTC) will bring up the change in direction to Administrator 

McCarthy at the open forum meeting. 
 

3) Updates on the Infrastructure Task Force (ITF)  – 
As a follow on to the discussions at the spring meeting Ken reminded the group of the 
importance of Operations and Maintenance (O&M) and its broad implications from Flint, 
Michigan to small tribes who have problems getting the waste water and drinking water 
operators certified.  Ken stressed the need to have people talking about this and identify avenues 
to financially support certifying operators and bringing service to areas in need of proper 
infrastructure.   

Alex was tasked to take this issue and the activities of the ITF to the NTC.  The timing is good 
since Joel Beauvais stated the agency is going to take a hard look at water delivery problems in 
the US. The NTWC needs to stay on this and make sure the tribes are measured components of 
those efforts.  
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At the spring meeting with two platforms were discussed: 
 Water Systems operated by state or municipalities that server tribal communities.  What 

are the mechanisms in place to protect tribal communities and make sure the oversight of 
EPA doesn’t falter? 

 Maintenance of decaying infrastructures on reservation land. Removal of lead pipes, 
copper pipes and the costs and the training certification and operation and maintenance. 
 

EPA has actions to address leaded copper but Shaun Livermore noted that areas of the lead 
copper rule are not effective in situations like Flint, Michigan.  He did however, acknowledged 
that it’s a big step for EPA to open the lines of communication with regions and states to make 
sure the public are notified when necessary.   

Sam Russell sent Shaun information for certification training material resources at a low cost.   
Shaun noted he was careful to point to Sam that those resources have limited effectiveness but 
could be used as a study tool. 

Follow-up items: 
 Score EPA on their handling of the Flint, Michigan response to protecting the health of 

tribes at the 2017 Spring meeting.   

 

4) Operations and Maintenance Funding – 
The group discussed identifying ways to create funding mechanisms for tribes that need support 
for O&M.  EPA states their statutory language limits funding for O&M.  The Indian Health 
Service (IHS) has statutory flexibility but have chosen not to fund O&M as a priority.  

 

5) June NTC meeting – 
Alex will attend the upcoming NTC meeting and requested a representative from the NTWC to 
assist him for a panel discussion on the Flint, Michigan crisis.  Ken suggested Nancy Schuldt or 
Kathleen Brosemer as both are from Region 5 and can speak effectively to the issues tribes face 
with this crisis. 

Action: Alex will send Steve the agenda for this meeting.  

 

6) Alaska Sovereignty Issues – 
Steve has not yet reached out to the contact at Washington State University for the Alaska 
sovereignty issues.   

Action: Steve will follow up with Eric to get contact information.  
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7) Announcements –  
a) Promulgated Standards for Maine 
EPA has developed proposed promulgated standards for the state of Maine. EPA rejected 
Maine’s standards stating they were not protective of tribes and developed standards for the 
state to follow. It is a big step and fairly similar out in the west in Coleville.   

The proposed promulgated standards are available for public comment till June 20, 2016.  
Dan Kusnierz asked the NTWC to review the standards and provide comments.  

Kathy suggested that the NTWC send a unified letter to support EPA. 

Action: Dan will put together points and send out to the NTWC to provide input for the letter 
regarding the proposed promulgated standards.  

 

b) National Proposed Rule for Reinterpretation of the TAS 
Administrator McCarthy signed the National Proposed Rule for Reinterpretation of the TAS.  
It is in the Federal Register. https://federalregister.gov/a/2016-11511 


