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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

June 8, 2016 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:04 p.m. EST. 

Michael Bolt facilitated roll call. 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Michael Bolt, Vice chair Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Eric Morrison Douglas Indian Association 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Micco Emarthla Seneca-Cayuga Tribe 
James Holt Nez-Perce Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Nancy Schuldt Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa 
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Indian Nation 
Pamela Blasdell ATTAIN, LLC 

 

The conference call with EPA will be scheduled for June 22, 2016.  Office of Water is meeting 
with National Tribal Caucus (NTC) this week.  Kathy Brosemer and Alex Cabillo will represent 
the NTWC focusing on action plans and input on drinking water as a fall out from Flint, 
Michigan.   

 

Items Discussed: 
1) Overview Baseline Water Quality Standards Under the Advanced Notice Proposed 

Rulemaking  
2) 401 Certification Process  
3) Summer Meeting in Idaho 
4) Promulgated Standards for Maine 
5) Other Items 
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1) Overview Baseline Water Quality Standards (BWQS) Under the Advanced Notice 
Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) 

The NTWC was invited to participate with the ANPRM workgroup to refine the structure of the 
BWQS.  EPA will send out the ANPRM process and notice of consultation by the end of June. It 
will included a framework of the proposed rules. 

It will be a government-to-government consultation and will run from June 30th through August 
31, 2016. 

Fred Leutner noted that the details from the framework the NTWC submitted last May will be 
considered.  

The proposed time frame is aggressive and the NTWC was not certain EPA could meet the 
August 31st deadline.  Nancy Schuldt explained the involvement of the Office of Council could 
put a kink in the process as there will most likely be pushback on flexible approaches.   

The next workgroup meeting is scheduled for July 5th.  Mary Lou Soscia wants the meeting 
pushed to a later date due to the federal holiday. 

Other comments: 
 Michael Bolt noted the need for the protection of a pristine streams. He expressed 

concern that there has not been anything mentioned and considering the timeline, he did 
not think it would be addressed. 
 
Nancy suggested identifying a list of the pristine waters for Tier 3 protections upfront in 
the BWQS.   
 
Tribes need to know they will have an option and a process to bring new information and 
elevate significantly important waters.  In Fond du Lac, the tribe refers to a worksheet to 
nominate a water to Tier 3.  Nancy reminded the group that waiting for a triennial review 
to make a change to WQS is unnecessary.  Waiting for a triennial review is not necessary 
if new criterion is out of sync with triennial review guidelines. 

Action: Nancy will share with the NTWC the Fond du Lac antidegradation process document for 
identifying and nominating a water to Tier 3 status.  

  

2) 401 Certification Process  
The NTWC’s white paper for the 401 certification process was discussed with EPA and Donna 
Downing on the May conference call.  EPA had not had a chance to see the finalized paper prior 
to the call.  Nancy hoped EPA reviewed the paper and would like to continue dialogue.  EPA 
seemed engaged and interested in the NTWCs suggestions.  

Action: Ken will send an email inviting Donna Downing to the June 22nd conference call for 
follow up discussions.   
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3) Summer Meeting in Idaho – 
The person who Eric Morrison suggested for the Alaska sovereignty issues is Professor Robert 
Anderson from Harvard.  Eric has contacted him.  He also noted that Dave Case is a person who 
is knowledgeable in land claims.  Eric will reach out to Dave as well.  
 

4) Promulgated Standards for Maine – 
EPA’s proposed promulgated standards for the state of Maine. Dan Kusnierz is finishing up his 
notes. He will send it to the NTWC to review and endorse support to EPA on these standards.   
 

5) Other Items – 
Micco Emarthla asked the NTWC for suggestions on an issue his tribe is facing in Northeast 
Oklahoma.  A local university is pumping used diesel oil into the Tar Creek.  It’s a state-on-state 
department it’s being swept under the carpet.  Region 6 Superfund referred it back to the state 
agency.  

The council provided a number of suggestions such as building alliances with other impacted 
tribes, reaching out to EPA’s regional administrator and contacting the press. 


