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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

July 8, 2015 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:05 p.m. EST.  Michael Bolt called roll call. 

Roll Call: 
 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Michael Bolt, Vice Chair Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Kathy Brosemer Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribe 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Steve Terry  United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Phillip Cernera Coeur D’Alene Tribe 
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Nation 
Eric Morrison Douglas Indian Association 
Pamela Blasdell INDUS Corporation 
Sheena Kennedy Association of Boards Certification 

 
Excused: 
Nancy Schuldt attending NPDES Permit Writing Class 
 

Topics Discussed: 
1. NTC Update 
2. Fall Meeting planning 
3. National Tribal Lands and Environment Forum  - August 17 – 20, 2015  

 
 

1) National Tribal Caucus (NTC) Update – Alex Cabillo 
Tribal Budget forecast 
The NTC met with EPA headquarters the last week of June and discussed funding for 
FY17.   The NTC presented our proposed budget based on FY16 with a 5% increase for 
2017.  Based on dollars from the 2014 budget.  The funds are not forecasted to increase 
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with the exception of GAP. The President proposed an increase from $70 million to $120 
million.   
 
Alex reported that the meeting with EPA was still business as usual; however, they met 
with the new Acting Deputy Administrator, Stan Meiburg.  He was nice and a decent 
person to work with. 
 
While preparing for the meeting the NTC received an internal memo warning that if there 
is sequestration or budget constraints the tribes are subject to 2% decrease nationwide.  

 
 Action: Alex will follow up with the NTWC to confirm any decrease in funding is 

equitably distributed across the nation.   
 

 
 
GAP Guidance 
Alex put forward the continuing issue with GAP Guidance.  AIEO sent a response 
document to the concerns that tribes and the NTWC brought forward regarding issues 
with the interpretation of the guidance.  Ken and Alex expressed concern over the 
negative tone set in that document.  AIEO stated upfront the office is not initiating a 
consultation process to revise the guidance.  Alex stated that within the NTC two 
members with 20+ years of service noted that AIEOs response is par for the course.  The 
office has always shown a lack of support for addressing tribal issues and needs.  
 
Ken stressed there needs to be a change in the dynamic of how we can improve the 
reservation health and welfare for tribes.  This is not about funding; the goal is to utilize 
the resource for the welfare of Indian communities.   
 
He also noted that EPA’s overall strategy for tribes conflicts with their regulations.  
Tribes are pushed to become delegated authorities but once they do so they lose GAP 
funding.  Tribes will no longer be able to support their environmental water programs 
once they become a delegated authority. 

 
The group discussed a strategy to move forward.  Shaun suggested focusing on the 
disconnect between headquarters and regions.  This approach would make the biggest 
impact.  EPA has promised training but has yet to provide any details to the NTWC.  
Interestingly, Steve noted Region 4 GAP project officers have asked for guidance 
training and have not received it.  He also suggested looking for loopholes in the 
guidance in order for tribes to address emerging concerns. 
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The group decided to work with Felicia to come up with examples for test drives.  The 
NTWC will review the test drive examples OW has created.  Members who have 
examples of situations where funding has been denied will send them to Steve.  Ken 
asked the council to contact their tribes and ask if there were any cases where GAP 
funding was denied.  Steve noted he will send out a request for all the tribes in Region 4. 
 
Action: Steve will pull together all GAP denial examples and will have it ready for the 
August conference call.  
 

 
2) Fall Meeting Planning 

The focus of the meeting will be on Indian Country.  An agenda will be discussed on the 
August call.  
 

 
3) National Tribal Lands and Environment Forum   

August 17 – 20, 2015  Minneapolis St. Paul, Minnesota 
Nancy, Denise, Kathy, Steve and Ken plan to attend the conference.  Shaun will find out 
if his travel request has been approved in a couple of weeks.  

 

4) Other items: 
Eric is still waiting for the water and sewer funding numbers for the past decade.  The 
funding was at $50 million and has drastically been reduced.  Ken will bring this up on 
the next hours’ call.  


