
 
 

National Tribal Water Council Meeting, August 12, 2015    1 

 

NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

August 12, 2015 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Discussion Topics: 
1) Overview of discussion topics 
2) NTWC Letter to EPA 
3) NTWC Meetings 
4) TLEF 
5) Alaska 
6) Other Issues  

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:04 p.m. EST 

 

Roll Call: 
 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair National Water Tribal Council 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Eric Morrison Douglas Indian Association 
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Nancy Schuldt Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa 
Phil Cernera  
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Nation 

 

1) Overview of discussion topics 
Ken provided the group with an overview of the topics to cover on the call.   

 This will be more of an open forum call and updates. 
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2) NTWC letter sent to Randy Hill 
This letter would allow for baseline assessments in the GAP work plan.  Examples were given at 
the April meeting.  Steve Terry explained the letter also mentioned _____to allow for greater 
flexibility to allow Tribes to conduct water-related baseline assessments.  AIEO will encourage 
tribes to place GAP funding in performance partnership grants.  Ken is hoping to receive a 
response before the next conference call on September 9, 2015.          

 

3) NTWC Meetings 
The next face-to-face meeting may be the first week of November, or the third week.  They will 
have to vote on it.  Steve Terry also mentioned that USET will be taking the minutes from now 
on due to losing the contract support with Pam Blasdell.  Ken agrees with having the meeting in 
Nashville.  The NTWC budget goes from March 1 to February 28 and Steve has requested an 
extension to September 30, which will make the budget tighter than usual.  The meeting in DC 
almost went over the travel budget.  Ken explained that when the NTWC is in DC the guest 
speakers need to be available for more than a few minutes in order for the meeting to be worth 
the cost and time.  Steve suggested going to DC at an earlier time in the year when more people 
will be available and rates may be more affordable.   

 

4) Tribal Lands and Environment Forum 
Ken would like someone to attend one of the Monday morning sessions pertaining to GAP since 
he will be traveling that day.   Denise said she will be attending.  Ken would like to discuss with 
Denise as to what will transpire from that session.  Steve also brought up the Tuesday morning 
session regarding the US EPA Major Initiative discussions.  Ken would like for Nancy to 
mention the clarification of 401 certification and how it’s implemented in tribal lands during 
these discussions.  Nancy suggested to talk about this topic with Felicia Wright during the EPA 
conference call.  More of the TLEF agenda is discussed.  Ken suggested bringing the letter 
addressed to Randy Hill to the TLEF.   

 
 
5) What is transpiring in Alaska 
Ken asked Eric about the working relationship with the tribal representatives and if there is any 
headway being put forward in outreach to Alaska Native villages and tribes and how it can be 
improved upon.  Eric said there will be an executive session with the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor to discuss the CWA and mining issues.  Otherwise, things are going very well 
concerning tribal issues.  Ken asked Eric’s opinion about Felicia going through a Region 10 
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representative regarding funding as opposed to a lead person directly from headquarters.  Eric 
does not think that’s appropriate at all.     

 
 
6) Other issues 
Steve said when he received the minutes from the April meeting, he noticed targeted funding 
issues were highly edited in the final version from the meeting with the EPA.  Steve has the draft 
to compare notes between the draft and final version.  Nancy wants to know how headquarters is 
changing the minutes from the meetings.   
 
Dan Kusnierz updated the Council with the relationship regarding the state and the water quality 
standards with his tribe.  The State of Maine has continued to issue legal letters of intent to sue 
EPA.   
 
A new representative for Region 6 is needed with the removal of Jim Grider.  Steve is going to 
speak to the Tribal Water Coordinator at Region 6 for a recommendation.   
 
Eric also has a candidate for an additional representative in Alaska.   
 
As of 2016, Denise will no longer be part of the NTSC because of the inflexibility of the 106 
funds.   
 
7)  Adjourn 
  


