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      NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 
DECEMBER 10, 2014 

1:00 EASTERN, 12:00 CENTRAL, 
11:00 MOUNTAIN 

10:00 PACIFIC, 9:00 ALASKA 
DIAL 1-877-446-3914,  

ACCESS CODE 321302# 
 
 
 

Agenda: 
1) Roll Call 
2) GAP Guidance 
3) FY16 GAP Proposals 
4) Other announcements 
5) Review of Action Items 

 
Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:05 p.m. EST 
 
1) Roll Call: 
 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair Hoopa Valley Tribe 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Phillip Cernera Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Rene Rickard Tuscarora Nation/Haudenosaunee 

Environmental Task Force 
Jim Grider Choctaw Nation 
Rachelle Mahone* Hualapai 
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Indian Nation 
Pamela Blasdell INDUS Corporation 
Sheena Kennedy Association of Boards Certification 

 
*Represented Alex Cabillo. 
 
Meeting Focus  
Today’s meeting focused on recapping the topics and action items from the fall workgroup 
meeting.   
 
2) GAP Guidance 
At the fall meeting the NTWC developed an outline discussion with points for Felicia to bring 
forth in a headquarters meeting regarding GAP Guidance.  Ken will ask Felicia for a status 
update on this on the next hours call. 
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3) FY16 GAP Proposals  
The Hoopa Valley Tribe has submitted their FFY16 GAP Proposal.  Previously all baseline 
activities were denied however, Region 9 accepted their proposal which included baseline 
implementation activities.  Ken gathered feedback from other NTWC members regarding their 
FY16 GAP Proposal experience. 
 
Hoopa Valley Tribe put in for a small environmental justice grant for cyanobacteria toxin 
research to identify threshold levels and treatment options to water systems.  Baseline monitoring 
is now allowed to develop mitigation and strategic plans necessary for new pollutant factors 
affecting the reservations waters.  The tribe is experiencing significant herbicide and pesticide 
run off due to a surge in marijuana plantations on the outer peripheral of their reservation. 
 
Denise Jensen noted Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska does all their monitoring through 106.  Her 
tribes’ solid waste program can no longer conduct recycling activities with GAP funding. 
 
Dave Fuller noted the Region 10 RTOC sent a letter to Region 9 Administrator, Dennis McLaren 
with the same type of issues. The letter will be sent to Administrator McCarthy and JoAnn 
Chase. 
  
 
4) Other announcements  
Steve announced that Jasmine Alvarado has been promoted and will start a new job on January 
5th.  She is working with the USET Health Department as a project manager. Her position will be 
refilled. 
 
 
5) Review of Action Items 
GAP Guidance 
Action: Draft letter to Gina McCarthy and JoAnn Chase regarding GAP Guidance. 
 See Day 3 Agenda Item 2 for  
 
12-10-14 Update: Michael was to provide a draft to Phil.  He is committed to doing that and will 
try to get it out by COB today.   
 
There were not any actions for deadlines on GAP Guidance coming down the pike. 
Steve noted USET passed a resolution on GAP Guidance.  USET plans to send this out to AA 
and JAC it refers to the different interpretation for eligible projects and it AEIO to direct the nine 
regions to maintain max flexibility and uniformity in addressing tribal priorities for capability 
building. 
 
Ken followed up with Alex.  Alex mentioned at the NTC meeting planning sessions - The GAP 
Guidance revisions was a priority with the NTC.  Ken understands the NTCs The next 
engagement with headquarters is with JoAnn Chase and will suggest to push it forward to Gina 
McCarthy.  Ken suggested it would be good to coordinate the NTWC message with the NTC. 



National Tribal Water Council Meeting – December 10, 2014 3 
 

Region 2 is having the same conversation. 
 
 
Mining Loopholes  
Action: Modify letter to Nancy Sutley for comments on Waters of the US that outlines the 
NTWC stand on mining loopholes and concerns exempting waste treatments centers from 
Waters of US. 

 Deadline for comments is November 14th.   Steve will forward Nancy the letter. She will 
add citations to the existing letter. She will have it done by early next week. 

 Nancy will send it out to the workgroup for review. 

12-10-14 Update: Steve noted the letter was completed and sent. 
Jasmine and or Steve will send out to the group a copy of the letter today. 

 
 
Action: Nancy, Kathleen and Phil will craft two paragraphs and add bullets on the NTWC web 
page to support the mining loophole strategy. 
 
12-10-14 Update: Outreach to the web regarding Waters of the US for waste treatment facilities 
on tribal lands. White paper is under development.  Steve reminded the council he needs pictures 
to post to the site.   
 
Action: Steve will work on moving funding into the special projects of contract. 
Long term action: Craft a Facebook Blast with video. 
Action: Steve will include pictures to support the Mining Loopholes message of a waste water 
treatment plants, dammed up waters. 
 
Hyrdrofracking Strategy 
Action: Gather information on the RTOC PowerPoint that makes reference to the federal statute 
and the CWA and craft a recommendation policy document to Gina McCarthy.  

12-10-14 Update:  Steve is unclear on what RTOC PowerPoint referred to in this action. 
Rene Rickard recalled action involved a white paper that is still under development with 
Nancy Schuldt. 

 
 
Nutrient Strategy 
Action: Steve will draft a charter and get everyone to sign it for the interagency workgroup.  
Steve will do this after the annual USET meeting, December 1st.  

 12-10-14 Update: Steve has not had a chance to follow-up on this but will do so. 
 

Action: Post tribal nutrient strategy mapped programs (this was discussed at today’s 
meeting). 
12-10-14 Update:  Steve explained Nancy Arazan is working on gathering tribal 319 success 
stories.  Terrell Erickson will put together best practices for non-point sources.  Both will be 
posted to the NTWC. 
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Terrell gave a presentation at actions that can be taking for non-point sources.  Steve 
attended a training workshop in Dallas.  He presented the tribal nutrient strategy to 20+ 
tribal representatives. It was an engaging meeting.  Asked what they wanted to see at the 
next meeting.   

 
 
 
Survey on O&M costs from tribal utilities 
Action: NTWC will put forward a support letter and think it would benefit the tribes.  Send it out 
to the ITF and they can send it out all the heads.  Ken and Shaun will work on this and have the 
draft ready by the December 10, 2014 meeting. 
 

12-10-14 Updated: Steve and Shaun have worked on this and Steve has drafted a letter. 
Passed a resolution from the board of directors for technical assistance and operator 
certification and will be sent out. 
 
12-10-14 Update: Paper to the infrastructure workgroup to follow through the costs for 
conducting a survey.  Ken will have this ready by the January 14, 2015 NTWC call for 
the group to review. 

 
 

Action:  Felicia follow-up with David Harvey’s proposal for NTWC determine where it is cost 
effective.  
 
Tribal Nutrient Strategy 
Action:  Felicia will follow up with Roger Gorky on funding mechanisms for drought related 
climate change research. 
Action: Felicia will look into the National Tribal Science Council for climate change research. 
Action: Felicia to follow up with 319 Success stories. 
 
Action: Post to the NTWC the Tribal Nutrient Strategy and Guidance and have it mapped so 
programs can go to the area that needs to be addressed and access information. (Felicia’s 
suggestion)  
 
 
NTWC Membership 
Action: Felicia will follow-up with Steve regarding representation for Region 8. 

 
12-10-14 Update:  Steve is in contact with Peter Monahan of EPA Region 8.  Steve 
provided Peter with the application form.  He is going to contact the 26 tribes in the 
region soliciting candidates to come forward and serve on the NTWC. 

 
December 10, 2014 NTWC & EPA Call 
Action: Report out on the EPA sponsored Non-Point Source Meeting in mid November.   
 
 


