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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

July 13, 2016 

1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 
Dial 1-877-446-3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton kicked off the meeting at 1:03 p.m. EST. 

Michael Bolt facilitated roll call. 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, Chair Hoopa Valley Tribe 
Michael Bolt, Vice chair Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Eric Morrison Douglas Indian Association 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Phillip Cernera Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
James Holt Nez-Perce Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Nancy Schuldt Fond Du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa 
Rene Rickard Tuscarora Nation / Haudenosaunee 

Environmental Task Force 
Marta Reczko United South and Eastern Tribes 
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Pamela Blasdell ATTAIN, LLC 

 

Topics Discussed:  
1) EPA pull out of Interagency Task Force Operations and Maintenance Report 
2) Baseline Water Quality Standards under the Advanced Notice Proposed Rulemaking  
3) Treatment as State template for the WQS program 
4) Tribal Lands Environment Forum  
5) Action Items from call 
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1) EPA pull out of Interagency Task Force Operations and Maintenance Report 
Ken updated the group on the status of the Interagency Task Force (ITF) Operations and 
Maintenance (O&M) report to study the costs of drinking waste water and utility operations in 
Indian Country (IC). 

The study is ready to be rolled out.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is stepping 
away from the ITF study.  Ken discussed the issue with Felicia Wright, Sheila Frace and Matt 
Richardson on July 8, 2016.  According to Sheila the report will receive scrutiny from the 
Republican controlled Congress if it has EPA’s seal on it.  When EPA makes a request to the 
White House for a collection of information.  Sheila explained it could delay the study from 
moving forward.  Indian Health Service (IHS) and United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will keep going forward. 

Ken opened the discussion to members on the call. 

NTWC members expressed concern with EPAs conservative approach and it seemed they are 
trying to second guess the outcome of the election.  A member pointed out that EPA frequently 
employs a conservative approach.  When the NTWC pushed for a needs assessment for 106 
funding EPA feared it would be viewed as lobbying.  

Shaun Livermore explained he was looking to the upcoming Clean Water Act (CWA) bill as a 
mechanism to move to address disproportionate funding needed in tribal communities rather than 
other communities.  Support amongst the partners must be consolidated.  

On the next hour’s call Ken noted he would ask Sheila how the impediments to proceed with the 
survey would play out if EPA was to endorse the study. 

Kathleen Brosemer attended the Region 5 National Tribal Operations Committee (NTOC) in 
June.  In her remarks for Flint, Michigan she stressed the problem with small water systems and 
O&M and the need for funding. She likened it to fire protection and why it comes out of the 
general tax base – because we can’t afford for people who just have house fires to pay for fire 
protection.  We don’t want people to pay for water borne illnesses because they can’t afford to 
pay for O&M of their water system.  Small communities that are non-tribal can go to their states 
but tribes don’t have that as a fall back.  Kathleen noted that Gina McCarthy sat next to her.  
Gina had not heard this expressed this way before.  In Gina’s remarks at the end of the NTOC 
she singled out as one of the two things she wanted to work on moving forward.   

 

2) Baseline Water Quality Standards (BWQS) under the Advanced Notice Proposed 
Rulemaking (ANPR) 

Ken was disappointed with the letter from Office of Water (OW) Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Joel Beauvais. Under this criterion EPA cannot formalize a position on what the BWQS will 
look like. It leaves it up to tribal and non-tribal interest to develop the structure of the standards. 
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Ken received a PowerPoint for ANPR.  It is more a Q&A to solicit input.  Ken thought 
preliminary discussions to formulate the standards should be open only to tribes.  He based this 
on the agency’s first attempt to create WQS for tribal lands. 

Nancy Schuldt looked at it differently.  She thought the NTWC unique access to the BWQS 
workgroup worked in the NTWC’s favor and other stakeholder participation could identify 
where the arguments and fights are.  She reminded Ken and the NTWC EPA thinks they have 
their legal footing in a better place than 14 years ago.  Ken thanked her for the reminder.   

 

3) Treatment as State template for the WQS program – 
Ken plans to ask Mary Lou Soscia to define more clearly the BWQS and roll out in the TAS 
template as it is preliminary to the ANPR.  There are 256 tribes that are not initiating standards. 
Understanding the components of the WQS is complex. Ken believed the main comments 
coming from tribes will likely be requests for one-to-one government consultation. EPA will 
hold only offer webinars and face-to-face consultation will be limited to the TLEF and the 
RTOC meetings.   

 
4) Tribal Lands Environment Forum (TLEF) –  
During the TLEF there a breakout session will be held that covers the Commonalties of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) identified by the ITF 2008 through 2015.  It will focus on a series 
of case studies from a number of tribes that show O&M BMPs.  Ken is going to suggested 
including issues that small utilities overcame and present how BMPs can address similar issues 
for tribal utilities.   

 
NTWC Participation 
Steve Terry will have a desk at the conference with a NTWC banner. 50 copies of the baseline 
WQS paper will be available to conference participants.  

Denise Jensen, Colin Larrick, Dan Kusnierz, Kathleen Brosemer, Shaun Livermore and Steve 
Terry plan to attend this year’s conference.  

 

5) Action Items from call: 
 Ken will send Michael Bolt information on the algal bloom problem perspective 

encountered in Hoopa Tribe. 

 

 


