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National Tribal Water Council and EPA 
Monthly Conference Call 

March 11, 2015 
2:00-3:30pm 

EPA East Room 2369B 
Call in number: 1-866-299-3188; Conference Code: 3189708 

 
 
 

Discussion topics: 
1) Introductions 
2) Report out from NTWC Call 
3) Planning for April EPA/NTWC Meeting in Washington, DC 

a) Round Table Discussions 
b) Opening remarks by NTWC 
c) Meeting with NTTC 

 
1) Introductions 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, NTWC Chair Hoopa Valley Tribe 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 

Rene Rickard 
Tuscarora Nation /Haudenosaunee 
Environmental Task Force 

Alex Cabillo Hualapai Tribe 

Kathy Brosemer 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians 

Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Pamela Blasdell INDUS Corporation 
Paul Bishop Association of Boards Certification 
Sheena Kennedy Association of Boards Certification 
Felicia Wright EPA/OW 
Jonathan Arazani  EPA 
Marjorie Copeland EPA 
Fred Luetner EPA/OST 

Jonathan Binder EPA/OECA 

Sarah Furtak EPA/OW/OWOW 
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2) Report out from National Tribal Water Council (NTWC) Call – Ken Norton  
The day’s earlier NTWC call focused on Ken’s participation in early March National Tribal 
Council (NTC) meeting and planning for the EPA/NTWC meeting in April.  
 
Ken explained purpose of NTWC’s participation in the NTC meeting was to engage the 
regions and the tribal organization partners such as National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) 
and identify priorities and recommendations for budget requests.   
 
He presented three areas of priorities for the NTWC: 

 Clean Water Act (CWA) and Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) set asides and the 
importance funding these set asides as there is a decrease in funding programs. 

 Flexibility of the General Assistance Program (GAP) Guidance. 

 Direct targeted funding to tribal programs using the 106 program. 
 

The other half the call focused on planning for the April meeting at EPA headquarters.  Ken 
brought forth a number of discussion topics he wanted the NTWC to discuss at the weeklong 
meeting. He assigned council members to develop content for round table discussions. 

Lastly, Ken requested the NTWC hold their April 8, 2015 meeting to finalize their round 
table discussions. 

 

3) April EPA/NTWC Meeting in Washington, DC 
a) Round Table Discussions 
Ken explained to Felicia how he envisioned the discussions with EPA management.  An agenda 
will be created with a brief summary on the NTWC topic, with the expected questions and 
expected outcomes listed.  Felicia liked this idea and provided additional guidance to Ken to 
make this part of the meeting successful.  EPA headquarters will help facilitate the discussion 
and identify issues and how together the agency and NTWC can move forward.  

Each session will be 45 minutes long. 

i.e., Roundtable discussion TAS under CWA  

NTWC – Understanding it’s moving forward and it’s under review for CFR 
language and lay out the council’s expectations from EPA on the initiative. 

EPA – Provide an update on the status of the initiative and next steps and respond 
to NTWC’s expectations for the initiative. 
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List of round table discussion topics –  

 GAP Guidance – Time established for this topic is 1:30 to 2:15 pm. 
List the questions to cover. 
Focus on the Water chapter: 
o Review established indicators 
o Review the table and outline of expected type of activities possibly fundable 

by GAP versus other water funds. 
o Clarify the extent to which to better utilize GAP. 

 CWA and tribal set asides expectations.  The NTWC will be asking EPA to help 
facilitate discussion in regards to tribes accessing in a cooperative manner with 
states unobligated funding that is going back to the treasury and has it utilized.  
How is that envisioned by EPA? 

 WQS federally protecting fishing rights.  
o Identify issues and expectations on how we can move forward with applying 

this in the Pacific Northwest. 

 SP-14(b) – Where are we with the next steps. Emphasize the cooperative initiative 
with headquarters staff and how to keep moving forward. 

 Nutrient strategy 

 TAS – Recognize the agency’s effort to reinterpretation.   
o Where are we in the progress so the language can be put in CFRs so we can 

start initiating the process.   
o  How can NTWC work with their partners moving this effort forward? 

 106 increases in targeted funding – Regards to cyanobacteria impacting not only 
tribal but the nations waters.  Headquarters is putting out an advisory guidance in 
April.  
o Tie this into impacts to drinking water, DW act and recreational uses of water 

that tribes share with state counter parts. 

 Hydraulic fracturing – where EPA is on research.   

 Hard rock mining and loopholes and strategy.  
o USACE has developed a position with regards of treatment of water as a 

sewage treatment.  It is the disposal of mine waste in natural waters damned 
up calling them waste disposal systems. Even though NPDES permits are put 
in place it’s downstream of the water system, not upstream – it’s a natural 
water system.  The NTWC wants this loopholes closed. 

o Discuss EPA letter in response from NTWC in response to their comments on 
Waters of the US.   

o The NTWC noted the letter did address NPDES permitting it does not address 
the NTWC concerns. 
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 Action: Felicia will work with Steve on getting the right people on the hard rock 
mining and loopholes and strategy discussion. 

 Action: Felicia will coordinate with the following EPA to participate in the round 
table discussions.   
WQS federally protecting fishing rights.  Cory Buffo 
GAP Guidance.  JoAnn Chase  
 

b) Opening Remarks by NTWC 
Ken provided an overview of his opening remarks on the first morning with EPA management.  
He plans to ask Ken Kopocis to support language changes GAP guidance and direct allocations 
with tribes.  

He will ask for a commitment to have EPA staff working with the NTWC on CWA and SDWA 
set asides.  Ken explained two things will be brought to the table for consideration: 

 Maintain funding levels at the 2010 level in an effort to help EPA meet their strategic 
plan for the Johannesburg commitment.  

 Help tribes to work with and gain support from states to access unobligated funds to help 
build their clean water and basic sanitation infrastructures. 

Ken explained he wants to bring up these issues up to Ken Kopocis to ensure he is aware of the 
NTWC’s issues.  For instance with GAP Guidance there are water components and there seems 
to be disconnect with the guidance OW put in place and the way it is interpreted by regions.   

Ken asked if there were topics EPA management may discuss that the NTWC can prepare for 
before the meeting.  Felicia noted EPA may present new emerging initiatives emerging.   

Kathy Brosemer reminded the group Earth Day is on the first day of the meeting, April 22, 2015. 

 Action:  Felicia will work with the NTWC to identify any new initiatives Ken 
Kopocis and Mike Shapiro may share with the NTWC in order for the NTWC to 
prepare questions regarding those new initiatives. 

 Action:  Felicia and the NTWC will work together to do something symbolic for 
Earth day. 

 Action: Felicia will look into inviting Jodi Gillette, White House Senior Policy 
Advisor for Native American Affairs to the meeting on the first day. 

c) Meeting with National Tribal Toxics Council (NTTC) – 
Felicia asked the NTWC about the nature of the meeting with NTTC and if she could assist with 
preparations.  Steve explained the NTTC reached out to the NTWC to meet during the April 
meeting.  Apparently, there are common issues between the two councils, particularly with 
advisories.  The meeting will focus on developing a commonality of voice and being aware of 
each other’s priorities.  The NTWC will meet with the NTTC at their hotel. 
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Felicia noted there is a common area of water coverage such where the goals are compatible such 
as general permit between water and pesticide application or PCBs.  It may be good to identify 
those areas.  Dave noted that it also overlaps with fish consumption, toxicity and human health.   

 


