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National Tribal Water Council and EPA 

Monthly Conference Call 
Wednesday – July 8, 2015 

2:00-3:30pm 
EPA EAST Room 2369b 

Call in number: 1-866-299-3188; Conference Code: 3189708 
 

 
 
Agenda: 

1) Introductions  
2) Update from prior NTWC call  
3) Update on new Federally-recognized tribe:  Pamunky Tribe in Virginia, and other 

announcements from OW  
4) Developing a potential document containing examples of state and tribal 

cooperation 
5) Coordination and planning for the August 2015 Tribal Lands and Environment 

Forum 
6) Topics for August 12, 2015 meeting  

 
 

1) Introductions  
Name Tribe/Organization 

Ken Norton, NTWC Chair Hoopa Valley Tribe 
Michael Bolt, NTWC Vice-chair Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Steve Terry United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Indian Association 
Alex Cabillo Hualapai Tribe 

Kathy Brosemer 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians 

Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska  
Phillip Cernera Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
Eric Morrison Douglas Indian Association 
Pamela Blasdell INDUS Corporation 
Sheena Kennedy Association of Boards Certification 
Felicia Wright EPA/OW 
Jonathan Irizzary EPA/OW/OGWDW 
Laura Shumway EPA/OW/OWOW 
Karen Goode EPA 
Fred Luetner EPA/OST 
Susan Holdsworth EPA/OW/OWOW 
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Name Tribe/Organization 
Holly Arrigoni  
Cathleen  

 
 
 
2) Update from prior NTWC call – Ken Norton, NTWC 

a) Coordination with NTC 
On the last hour’s call the group discussed coordination with National Tribal Caucus 
(NTC) and moving initiatives forward.  The previous week NTC visited EPA to 
discuss the FY2017 budget.  The funding forecast and tribal objections will remain 
the same as it has for the past several years; however, there is a proposed increase for 
the GAP program.   

 
The discussion focused on the topics the NTWC brought forward in April.  Alex 
shared a document from AEIO that captured concerns coming from tribes of the GAP 
guidance. The NTWC and NTC were disheartened that statement in the document 
stated AIEOs goal is to effective implementation of the GAP guidance and were are 
not initiating a consultation effort to revise the guidance.  Many NTWC members felt 
this is significant step backward and does not adhere to the underlying purpose of 
GAP which is help build capacity and address priority issues in Indian Country (IC) 
that serve to protect the community.  

 
The NTWC believes they can move forward by: 

 Sending letter to OW and Randy Hill, cc JoAnn Chase  
o Examples from tribes where they have been denied funding 

 
 Conduct training in the regions for the GAP project officers.   

NTWC asked for status on this OEIO commitment.  Ken noted Region 4 
GAP status asking for training to interpret GAP work plans and budgets. 

 
Felicia had not heard any new of training. She noted AIEO has hired Janice Sims to head 
up GAP program implementation.  She is the former tribal OSWER coordinator.  They 
are looking at improving GAP indicators and measures.  AIEO held a webinar to improve 
training for the regional GAP managers.   
 
 Action: Felicia will ask AIEO to provide a status of GAP training on the next 

NTWC – EPA call on August 12, 2015. 
 

b) Funding Amounts for Alaska Native Villages (ANVs) 
Ken requested the funding record for the past ten years.  Funding levels have in 2004 
– 2006 were around $50 million and afterward there has been a sharp decline.  The 
outcome of this is not having infrastructure that supports ANVs the intent of the 
funding was to server the ANVs.   
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Felicia provided a background on the reason for the cut.  It was a result of an OMB 
PART program performance review.  The program received a low score in 
documenting how money was received.  The data was not sufficient. There was an 
immediate cut from the program funding from Congress.   
 
Eric Morrison explained the ANVs felt the review was scored low since the money 
was passed through the state.  Previously the funding went through US Army Core of 
Engineers (USACE) and was managed through the Indian Health Service (IHS). Now 
it’s run through the state for maintenance and training. Previously the IHS could work 
with tribes to establish needs for water and sewer.  Alaska cannot effectively run this 
program because the state does not have a Sanitation Deficiency System (SDS) like 
IHS.  The state only runs a loan program but tribes do not have the tax base to pay 
back the loans. 

 
 

Actions: 
 Felicia will provide the NTWC with the ANV funding record for the last decade. 
 Felicia will follow up with Matt Richardson on the regarding funding for ANVs. 
 John will follow up with Felicia as to whether Alaska has primacy over the A&B 

systems.    
 

Eric noted he is encouraged Alaska’s governor is working with the tribes to form a 
better relationship government-to-government.  He plans to attend the trans river 
boundary meeting.   

 
 

 
3) Update on new Federally-recognized tribe:  Pamunky Tribe in Virginia, and 

other announcements from OW – Felicia Wright, OW 
These announcements will be coming out in a time-sensitive email from OW this 
week. 

 
a) New Tribe in Region 3 
Pamunky Tribe is the first federally recognized tribe in Region 3.  Regional 
coordinator Theresa Gallagher participant for some time in preparation for tribe to 
get federal recognition.  To make a smooth transition.  Not sure if this warrants a 
representative position in region 3.  They have about 1200 acres.   

 
Michael Bolt volunteered to reach out to Pamunky and offer any assistance he can 
give.   

 
 
Fred Leutner joined the call. 
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b) National Tribal Operations Committee (NTOC) Meeting 
Felicia has not been fully briefed on the recent NTOC meeting.  OW made an 
announcement regarding the Clean Water (CW) Rule.  A tribes only webinar will be 
coordinated to review what is in the rule and a there will be a Q&A session for what it 
means for implementation and tribes.  OW has tentatively planned this for the first 
week in August.  This will likely be incorporated into the first day session at the 
National Tribal Lands Environment Forum in August.   

 
 Action:  EPA OW will put together a tribal summary of the CW Rule focusing on 

the regulatory implementation of delegation of authority tribes and how they are 
applied, specifically under 401 certification and how they are interpreted for 
multi-jurisdictional areas where receiving waters crossing state lines and other 
areas and how this rule may or may not effect regulatory action.  Need 
clarification. 

 
Upcoming Consultations  

 Construction general Permit 
 Marine Mammal – Ocean dumping act   
 
 

4) Developing a potential document containing examples of state and tribal 
cooperation – Fred Leutner  

EPA had an exchange with the Western States Water Council (WSWC) during update 
on the TAS rule.  The WSWC asked if there are any examples where states and tribes 
have worked cooperatively on any environmental problems. 
 
Since this question came up in the context of the reinterpretation of Treatment of a 
State (TAS) reinterpretation Fred suggested that it may help put states at ease with 
this rule change. States are concerned that with more tribes getting TAS there may be 
competing water quality standards for the same waterbodies. Areas where the state 
has worked with tribes particularly with water quality standards may help.   
 
Fred referred to the case studies for Water Quality Standards.  These cases are old and 
hoped the NTWC could provide some input.  He made need to get permission from 
the states and Environmental Council of the States (ECOS) before citing these as 
examples.  He is looking for some examples by mid-August to have ready for 
outreach on the TAS rule.  The NTWC agreed to help out Fred and pull together 
examples. 

 
Examples cited by the NTWC: 

 Hualapai worked with Arizona on developing the tribe’s WQS and still 
have a good working relationship 

 ECOS meets with NTC to discuss areas of mutual concern and the last two 
meetings it has been from the state perspective.  Next year Alex will be 
putting ECOS on the table and ask what they can do for tribes.  
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 Northwest Fish Commission has worked collective to improve standards 
for fish consumption for the benefits but the communities across 
boundaries. 

 Under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) where states have lent 
availability of funding to tribes to protect waters.   

 Hoopa worked with state on nutrient criteria. 
 California recognizing cultural and subsistence uses in their water plan. 

 
 Maine is doing the opposite suing EPA over the fish consumption rights. 

 
Fred noted that any non-point source stories are well documented and vetted so 
these example where tribes and states worked together would be good. 
 
 Action: Fred will send out an email to the group with his request for tribal 

and state cooperative examples.  
 
 

5) Coordination and planning for the August 2015 Tribal Lands and 
Environment Forum – Joint discussion with NTWC 

Holly Arrigoni, Region 5, is heading the planning.  She is region 5.  There are 250 
registered for the entire forum. 115 of these have a water focus. The registration fee 
will go up from $50 to $200 on August 1st.  
 
Tribal folks are attending from Regions 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
 
Felicia plans to send out another email blast with the agenda to encourage tribes to 
attend and see what tribal topics are offered. 
 
The NTWC panel will consist of five members: Ken Norton, Steve Terry, Kathy 
Brosemer, Denise Jensen and Nancy Schuldt.  The NTWC will like to open up to set 
a format on how the council works with OW on issues and develop an evolving 
format that works well.   

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. EST. 
 
 

6) Topics for the August 12, 2015 Meeting 
 Alaska Funding and lack of IHS SDS 
 AIEO provide status of GAP Guidance Training in Regions 
 


