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National Tribal Water Council and EPA 
Monthly Conference Call 

Wednesday, November 9, 2016 
2369B WJC EST   

2:00-3:00 p.m. EST 
Call in number: 1-866-299-3188; Conference Code: 3189708# 

 
Agenda 

1) Introductions  
2) Update from prior NTWC call 
3) Update on Federal Agency Tribal Drinking Water Activities  
4) Strategic Directions for EPA’s CWA National Non-Point Source Program  
5) Planning Committee for CWA Tribal Workshop for Spring 2017 
6) Next Steps 

 
 

1) Introductions – 
Today’s call was led by Sam Russell. 
 

Name Tribe/Organization 
Ken Norton, NTWC Chair Hoopa Valley Tribe 
Michael Bolt, NTWC Vice-chair Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Shaun Livermore Poarch Creek Indians 
Steve Terry  United South and Eastern Tribes 
Jennifer Bennett United South and Eastern Tribes 
Kathleen Brosemer Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribe 
Micco Emarthla Seneca-Cayuga Nation 
Colin Larrick Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Indian Nation 
Sam Russell EPA – OGWDW 
Tom Gardner EPA – OST 
Laura Shumway EPA – OWOW  
Ruth Chemerys EPA – OWOW 
Steve Epting EPA – Tribal 319 Coordinator 
Dave Harvey IHS 
Pamela Blasdell ATTAIN 

 
 
2) Update from prior NTWC call – Ken Norton, NTWC 
The group discussed a strategy revision under the new administration. 
 
James Temte from the National Tribal Water Center presented findings from the Coyote 
Project and the effort to gathering and to engage with tribes on unregulated water 
sources.  
 
Prior to the next conference call the NTWC will submit comments for the Baseline Water 
Quality Standards initiative. 
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3) Update on Federal Agency Tribal Drinking Water Activities – Dave Harvey, 
Indian Health Service (IHS); Sam Russell, EPA 

Discussion requested by NTWC on updates to IHS/EPA coordination to develop a new 
tribal drinking water measure for the National Water Program Guidance, and update on 
status of O&M study being conducted by IHS and USDA.  Discussion can include 
feedback and comments on the follow up tribal call regarding EPA’s development of a 
drinking water action agenda. Call is scheduled on October. 28 at 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
 

a. Tribal Drinking Water Measure 
David Harvey provided and overview of how the drinking water measure has 
evolved.  Since 2014 IHS tracking tribal home data and calculating project 
deficiency levels for Sanitation Deficiency System (SDS) projects through the 
Home Inventory Tracking System (HITS), a georeferenced application linking 
home location and identifying which homes are suitable for funded projects.  We 
have results on a house level but not a project level. 
 
The process for establishing the deficiency levels require homes to be assigned 
with a project impact.  The overall project deficiency level is determined by the 
majority number of homes assigned a deficiency level.   
 
EPA is adjusting their measure to accommodate this change.  The current access 
measure was updated to incorporate the HITS data.   
 
The new write up proposes the use of housing project homes and capturing homes 
served by the federal partners in the ITF. Still putting this in front of EPA 
management but are optimistic something will come up soon. Right now it’s a 
matter of pushing it through EPA management.  
 
Ken Norton was encouraged to hear this development and noted the NTWC will 
provide comments for the 18/19 NPG.   

 
 

b. O&M 
Department of Interior (DOI), Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and US 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) have been working on a joint effort 
supporting Operations and Maintenance (O&M). The access measure is unlikely 
to be met at current funding levels particularly with new infrastructure.   
 
USDA and IHS has funded the money to identify and document tribal utilities 
best practices.  The study will determine a national estimate of O&M costs that 
are reported by tribes and Alaska Native Villages (ANVs) utilities and develop 
enhanced information to support assistance to tribes on their utilities.  
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Currently they are looking at inventory of tribal utilities IHS has and linking it to 
their system to have an accurate reflection of the tribal utilities and things 
associated with them.  The utilities that have a good handle on their O&M issues 
and good budgeting approaches will be identified as case studies.   

 
After this is completed EPA will reach out to those utilities and solicit their 
assistance to gather and share data for budgeting and assets. Dave noted EPA will 
ask NTWC to assist reaching out to tribes. 

 
The effort will tentatively be completed by March 2018. Dave will send the 
PowerPoint on this effort to Sam to send out to NTWC.   

 
Ken Norton applauded the federal partners for funding this effort. 

 
 
4) Strategic Directions for EPA’s CWA National NonPoint Source Program – Steve 

Epting, OW/OWOW 

Steve provided the NTWC an overview of the effort to start discussions on paths forward 
for supporting tribes in the 319 program.  Over the last few years the topic of the funding 
structure has come up.  He explained the evolution of the current structure and alternative 
funding programs and where we are headed in future.   

In section 518 of Clean Water Act (CWA), there is a statutory task for the tribal set asides 
of the 319 of 1/3 of 1%.  The amount has increased over the years. Currently it is at 5% 
which is around $8 Million. The program is growing. EPA acknowledges the base 
amount has not changed and the money doesn’t stretch as far and the competitive pot has 
been pushed over to the base pot to support tribes coming on.   

Currently: 
Base funds -  
168 /167 tribes received $30K  
There are 19 tribes with $50K (they have more than 100,000 square miles) 
 
Competitive grants - 
Around 40 – 50 tribes apply for this and 50% are awarded each year 
 

Main issues to consider: 
 Create two tiers to accommodate intermediate size tribes  
 Remove competitive funds and move to the base funds 
 Remove the land base criteria and consider other factors 

 
Questions: 
Kathy Brosemer – How will the definition of WATERS of the US impact 106 and 319 
funding if tribes do not have surface waters under this definition?   

Steve Epting – 319 is not tied to surface body water right now.  He could not speak of 
how this would impact 106.   
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Next steps: Internal discussions will begin in late winter/early spring.  It is unlikely any 
change will be incorporated into the FY18 budget.  

 

5) Planning Committee for CWA Tribal Workshop for Spring 2017 – Tom Gardner, 
OW/OST 

The planning committee met and discussed a dozen topics to cover.   
 
The following topics have the most interest: 

 TMDLs in attains 
 Parameters to monitor for 
 401 certification  
 NPDES Permits 
 Communications and outreach 
 Treaties, CWA authorities and Non CWA Authorities 

 
Tom will send out a revised list of topics and time list.  Another conference call will be 
scheduled to review this list.  
 
Ken thought the topics and timeline are well thought out.  As the topics are teased out he 
thinks this will be an outstanding workshop.  
 
 
6) Next Steps 
The NTWC will provide comments on the agency’s Water Action Plan.  Ken noted that 
tribes had a hard time calling in for the last call.  
 


