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 Conference Call Minutes 

 
      

 Wednesday, September 12, 2012 
1:00-2:00 pm ET 

 
 
 

I. Call to order 
 Ken Norton called to order the meeting of the NTWC at 1:10pm on September 
 12, 2012. 
 

II. Introductions - Roll Call 
Michael Bolt conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: Alex 
Cabillo, Kathleen Brosemer, Daniel Chythlook, Dave Fuller, Nancy John, 
Rene Rickard, Carlyle Ducheneaux, Dan Kusnierz, Jerry Pardilla, Steve 
Terry, and Jasmine Alvarado. 

 
III. Open Issues 

 
KN- Made changes to SP14 document but main content stayed the same.  
 
AC- Has EPA been monitoring the MPDES program in Alaska? AC has been 
working on a draft for EPA (reporting of no degradation of waters from a Tribe). 
KN- This topic will be the main focus on the EPA call. 
 
KN- What is the climate change adaptation update? 
DF- The update will be coming from Sarah Furtak, EPA on the next hour. 
 
NJ- Invited by Sherri Venno to do a summary of STC3. NTC has established a 
climate change workgroup.  
KN- NTC has always said that there is a need for a direct funding component out 
of headquarters in regards to address climate change issues- not to be funded 
out of GAP or 106. Review the climate change docs coming from the Office of 
Water and reiterate those positions. We need adaptation measures and other 
type of activities in Indian Country – but we also need the associated dollars that 
come with those assessments and evaluations. This will be a strong point for the 
next call. 
DF- ACWI (Advisory Committee on Water Information) is comprised of USGS 
and EPA. Apparently, in one of their meetings, they decided there should be a 
climate change subcommittee. They have or will send out invitations to NCAI and 
Tribal groups looking for a rep from Tribes to be on the committee. It gets funding 
from the USGS under umbrella group.  
KN- We should start gathering information to create a structure on how NTWC 
will proceed in the near future and the long term. 
AC- ITEP has developed a Vulnerability and Risk Assessment Tool that deals 
with Climate Change that can be posted on the NTWC website. 
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KN- EPA is asking to comment on the guidance and permit writing for diesel fuel 
and hydrocarbon. We are seeing that under the fuel crisis, hydrofracking and 
extracting of natural gas is taking the nation by storm. There is a pipeline that is 
going through Oklahoma and they now want to extend to Texas. Although 
comments were due Sept. 10 but sometimes Tribes can comment after deadline. 
Under the guidance for permit writing and the consultation to Tribes have been 
very restrictive. In regards to setting up wells in or adjacent to Indian lands, the 
ability to evaluate impacts are 30 days or less. That is not adequate time for 
Tribes to seek the technical expertise to assist in the evaluation. These are 
potential impacts to Indian Country. There are no specific guidance procedures.  
 
KN- Revisions to 319 grant guidance document. Under the 2 components, Tribes 
should look at the flexibility that is allowed under the revision.  There is a 
component that allows for greater flexibility in the management and in how 
money is transferred under the State program.   

 
IV. USET Update 

  
 JP: Steve Terry may become the NTWC Project Coordinator. He will let the 
 council know the status on the transition when more information becomes 
 available. 
 
Call ended at 2:00pm. 


