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NTWC CONFERENCE CALL 

MARCH 12, 2014 
1:00 Eastern, 12:00 Central, 11:00 Mountain, 

10:00 Pacific, 9:00 Alaska 

Dial 1‐877‐446‐3914, Access Code 321302# 

 

Ken Norton called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 

Michael Bolt called the roll call: 

Name Tribe/Organization 
David Fuller Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
Denise Jensen Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 
Dan Kusnierz Penobscot Indian Nation 
Ken Norton Hoopa Valley Tribe 
Kathleen Brosemer Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa Tribe 
Nancy Schuldt Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
James Grider Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
Rene Rickard Tuscarora/Haudenosaunee Environmental Task 

Force 
Steve Terry United South & Eastern Tribes 
Jasmine Alvardo United South & Eastern Tribes 
Alex Cabillo Hualapai 
Pamela Blasdell INDUS Corporation 

 

No agenda was established for today’s call. 

Ken reviewed the topics he wanted the council to discuss: 
1) Environmental Flows – Kristen Blann, The Nature Conservancy 
2) Outreach for the Watershed Processes of Coastal Systems from Mountain Headwaters to 

Estuaries Conference 
3) Coordination with the National Tribal Caucus 
4) Review of Draft Plan for the Spring Meeting with EPA  

 

Next Call: Wednesday, April, 9, 2014 

 
1) Environmental Flows – Kristen Blann, The Nature Conservancy  

A presentation was provided to the council before the call.  
The Nature Conservancy has been one partner in the effort to study ecological limits with 
hydrologic alteration process and scientific framework for protecting environmental flows in 
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lakes, streams and rivers.  The framework has been applied in many contexts in US and other 
countries.   
 
Her involvement started three years ago.  Nature Conservancy received funding for studying 
environmental flow protection of Lake Superior streams in MN.  A needs assessment was 
conducted to identify key elements to establish a data foundation and regulatory framework 
for flow protection.  The effort spans beyond minimum flow protection.  It recognizes the 
biology of rivers is adaptive to the flow regime which is connected to the important aspect of 
river ecology to the river flow, water quality sediment flows and how it transports energy, 
nutrients and sediment.  

MN has been collecting data on biological integrity through watershed monitoring for EPA 
for fish and invertebrates. The flow data for streams was lacking.  It consisted of data 
collected at USGS gauge locations.  There have been a few efforts to get the baseline 
understanding of stream flows with different models to estimate flows.   

In MN one of the most important resources is wild rice.  There is potential work developing 
watershed thresholds to maintain wild rice downstream and identify the links of flows and 
WQ protection and maintenance of wild rice overtime. 

The Nature Conservancy may be funded to do more work in July to develop a tool for stream 
flows in Lake Superior waters in MN.  To support on the ground water support decisions. 

Questions: 
Alex: What do you expect from the council? 

Kristen: This was more of an informational presentation educating the council on the effort.  A 
process was defined with stakeholders to identify indicators and to develop hypothesis about the 
flow needs important to define a research project.  

Nancy: Kristen is following up with this topic as it was discussed at the fall meeting.  It is one of 
those broad issues the council can help promote our understanding of flows and possibly 
leverage that knowledge for future hydrology research to support water quality standards and 
watershed restoration.    

Ken: In lieu of this complex legislative and bureaucratic climate.  As climate change becomes a 
higher priority, tribes and environmentally based interests will start looking at statutory 
languages to identify or quantify minimum flows at hydrologies across the nation.  He sees 
Kristen’s effort as a laying the ground work for statutory language. 

Dan: The document with 9 case studies.  Where is this report?  Does this framework does it tie 
into the active river framework NC has worked on?   

Kristen:  URLs to the reports are provided in the presentation Nancy forwarded to the council 
before the call.  Regarding the active river framework, in CT a framework is being developed for 
managing dam releases on the river to restore floodplain health and fish communities.  One thing 
they looked at was how flow releases can better represent the natural flow regime to restore the 
flood plain communities.  The Active River project helps them understand what the flood 
recurrence interval should be for elevation in the flood plain. 
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Nancy recommended putting this topic on the Spring Workgroup meeting agenda and inviting an 
EPA headquarter staff member to discuss where the agency is with this topic. 

 Action: Add ecological limits with hydrologic flow modeling to the spring agenda. 
(Follow up with Matt Richardson to invite an EPA member to speak to the council on 
agency’s research on this topic.) 

 

2) Outreach for the Watershed Processes of Coastal Systems from Mountain Headwaters 
to Estuaries Conference – March 2015 – Christina Stringer, US Forest Service 

Christina is on the planning committee for an interagency conference meeting hosted in 
Charleston, SC.   

In the past there has not been much tribal involvement.  At the last conference, a welcome 
speech by a representative from the Yukon River intertribal council was given to the Conference.  
Christina would like to include tribal experiences with water management approaches at next 
year’s conference and asked if the council would be interested in participating to include tribal 
needs and concerns. 

Ken noted this is an opportunity the council would like to offer their expertise and suggested 
Dave Fuller but explained his schedule is tight with commitments.  Michael Bolt offered to 
attend and present at the meeting if Dave is unable to do so. 

Christina will keep the water council up to date on her planning.  The council will forward this 
out for tribes in their region that may be interested the conference. 
 

3) Coordination with the National Tribal Caucus 
Billy Manes is reaching out to tribal nations and Alaska Native Villages for inputs on developing 
priorities and budget scenarios for water programs and other environmental programs.   

Ken and Steve are working with OW developing an appropriation matrix that identifies funding 
levels for the overall allocations for environmental water programs the tribal portion from 2010 
to 2014.  The matrix will assist in defining a trend in tribal water programs.    

Ken asked Alex how the council can help him convey the council’s priorities of common ground 
with NTC.  The council discussed the following: 

Alex noted that previously under the former chairman the NTC asked for a 15% increase 
annually over a 5 year period.  The NTC is looking to start at a 20% increase and possibly 
ensuring we are at the 2010 and 2011 appropriation as a base minimum. 

Ken provided Alex with a list of the items he plans to discuss as the council’s priorities 

 Establishing targeted funding for the 106 program – An equal footing. 
Reductions in congressional appropriations in the SRF program from 2010 and projected 
until 2016 are having a significant impact on clean water and sanitation needs in 
underserved tribal communities: 
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 Diseases are more prevalent in Alaska Native communities 
 Southwest drought conditions competition for drinking water with no regard to 

irrigation or agricultural needs 
 Less pipes are going into the ground 

 Jurisdictional – equal footing when we go after TAS  

Alex noted he is pushing a minimum floor for drinking water for establishing a minimum floor at 
the 2011 allocation.    

Action: Ken will put together an outline of council priorities for Alex to share with the NTC.  
Ken asked the council for input on priorities to share with the NTC.  Steve noted the council will 
coordinate it with Ken. 

 

4) Draft Plan for the Spring Meeting with EPA – April 22 and 23, 2014 
Hotel arrangements will be received today or tomorrow.   

Ken asked for the council to review the agenda for the spring meeting.  The first day at EPA 
headquarters will follow the same format as last year.  The second day is the tribal council 
meeting.   

Ken called for other items: 
Dave Fuller – Jeff Peterson from the Shinnecock Indian Nation in Southhampton, New York, is 
coordinating climate change adaption workbook.  Dave recommended Jeff touch base with Matt 
Richardson to ask Mike Shapiro and others to allow this workbook to be coordinated under GAP 
for 106 funding. 

 

Ken adjourned the meeting at: 1:54 pm. 

 


