
Part 308 - Manure Management, the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and 
Requirements for Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) 

308.0  Purpose 

To clarify when a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) is required for compliance with the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) regulation and agency policy. 

308.1  Background 

The requirements for NRCS to require development of a CNMP to address storing, treating, or handling 
animal waste or by-products differs slightly as it relates to general conservation planning policy and 
EQIP regulation and policy.   

308.2  Definitions 

The Conservation Planning Manual defines a CNMP as a conservation plan for an animal feeding 
operation (AFO); or for other operations that manage sufficient quantities of manure, waste water or 
organic by-products that require an animal waste management facility.  

(1)  An animal waste management facility is defined in the EQIP rule as “a structural 
conservation practice, implemented in the context of a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
and consistent with the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG), which is used for storing, treating, 
or handling animal waste or by-products, such as animal carcasses.”  
(2)  Structural practice means a conservation practice, including a vegetative practice, that 
involves establishing, constructing, or installing a site-specific measure to conserve and protect 
a resource from degradation, or improve soil, water, air, or related natural resources in the most 
cost-effective manner.  

308.3  Explanation 

A.  This national instruction clarifies when NRCS requires a CNMP to address storing, treating, or 
handling animal waste or by-products as it relates to conservation planning policy and requirements for
EQIP eligibility. 

B.  In general, when providing conservation technical assistance to producers, a CNMP is required for 
an AFO or for other operations that manage sufficient quantities of manure, waste water, or organic 
by-products.  In contrast, when a producer has requested EQIP financial or technical assistance, a 
CNMP is required prior to implementing any of the structural conservation practices associated with an 
animal waste management facility which is used for storing, treating, or handling animal waste or by-
products. 

C.  The NRCS FOTG includes many “structural conservation” practices that can be considered 
component(s) of an animal waste management facility. Common practices with this kind of facility 
include, but are not limited to the following Conservation Practice Standard (CPS) Codes;  Animal 
Mortality Facility (316), Closure of Waste Impoundment (360), Composting Facility (317), Constructed 
Wetland (656), Heavy Use Area Protection (561), Manure Transfer (634), Pumping Plant (533), Roof 
Runoff Structure (558), Solid Liquid Separator Facility (632), Waste Storage Facility (313), Waste 
Treatment (629), Waste Treatment Lagoon (359), Waste Recycling (633), Wastewater Treatment Strip 
(635), and less common practices, Anaerobic Digester (366).  

D.  The following examples are provided to help clarify when a CNMP may or may not be required: 

(1)  Typical AFOs scenarios requiring a CNMP: 

Typical AFOs have both a “production” area and a “land treatment” area. Production areas include
confinement/loafing area, manure and waste water handling and storage facilities, mortality 
structures, and other practices installed to prevent manure nutrients from reaching clean water 
external to the production area. Land treatment areas are where nutrients are applied to crop or 
pastureland in accordance with practices designed to minimize erosion and nutrient losses. The 
typical AFO scenario requires a CNMP whether NRCS is providing conservation technical 
assistance or financial assistance through EQIP.   

Note:  The importance for the distinction between production area and land treatment area is that the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) considers the production area as a potential “point source” 
contributor of nutrients that degrade waters of the United States.  “Storm water” nutrient discharges 
from land treatment areas are exempt from EPA prosecution, if, an approved, science-based nutrient 
management plan is in place.   The EPA has acknowledged that a CNMP meets these criteria.  
Regardless of EPA requirements governing AFO and CNMPs, EQIP regulation establishes requirements 
for development of a CNMP.  

(2)  Examples of nontypical AFO scenarios requiring development of a CNMP: 
(i)  Poultry or swine operations that “store” manure in-house (with or without EQIP financial 
assistance) would need a CNMP because they typically manage large quantities of manure in a
concentrated area, exhaust potential contaminants, and pose a point-source risk to local air 
and water quality. These operations may or may not land apply. 
(ii)  Operations that import manure, waste water, or organic by-products which require 
“production area” facilities (animal waste management facilities) (with or without EQIP 
financial assistance) must have a CNMP. 
(iii)  An operation receiving manure, with EQIP financial assistance for one or more of the 
structural practices mentioned above, even if the manure is applied immediately to the land, 
in accordance with State regulations.  

(3)  Example of an operational type not requiring development of a CNMP: 

An operation receiving manure, without EQIP financial assistance, and immediately land 
applying, in accordance with State regulations regarding temporary storage, unless they import 
sufficient quantities to require animal waste management facilities, as mentioned above.  

Note:  The operation could apply for EQIP financial assistance for a CPS 590, Nutrient Management 
plan or for practices to address other resource concerns, provided no payment is made for structural 
practices associated with an animal waste management facility. 
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